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Hymn – Brother, Sister, let me serve you 
 

Brother, sister, let me serve you, 
 let me be as Christ to you; 
 pray that I may have the grace to 
 let you be my servant too. 
  
 We are pilgrims on a journey, 
 and companions on the road; 
 we are here to help each other 
 walk the mile and bear the load. 
  
 I will hold the Christ-light for you 
 in the night-time of your fear; 
 I will hold my hand out to you, 
 speak the peace you long to hear. 
  
 I will weep when you are weeping; 
 when you laugh I’ll laugh with you; 
 I will share your joy and sorrow 
 till we’ve seen this journey through. 
  
 Brother, sister, let me serve you, 
 let me be as Christ to you; 
 pray that I may have the grace to 
 let you be my servant too. 
  
 

 
                                                  Richard Gillard b. 1953  

(Songs of Praise, St Botolph’s Church, Colchester, 2013) 
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Preparation 

Greeting 

We come from scattered lives to meet with God. 

Let us recognise his presence with us. 

As God’s people we have gathered: 

let us worship him together. 

 

Prayers of Penitence 

Brothers and sisters, 

as we prepare to celebrate, 

let us call to mind our sins. 

 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 

we have sinned against you, 

through our own fault, 

in thought, and word, and deed, 

and in what we have left undone. 

We are heartily sorry, 

and repent of all our sins. 

For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, 

forgive us all that is past; 

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 

to the glory of your name. 

Amen. 

 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 

forgive us our sins, 

and bring us to everlasting life, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Praise 

Let everything be said and done in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, 

 giving thanks to God through Jesus Christ. 

Sing psalms, hymns and sacred songs: 

let us sing to God with thankful hearts. 

Open our lips, Lord: 

and we shall praise your name. 

 

Venite – a Song of Triumph 

1   O come, let us sing to the Lord;   

let us heartily rejoice in the rock of our salvation. 

2   Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving   

and be glad in him with psalms. 

3   For the Lord is a great God   

and a great king above all gods. 

4   In his hand are the depths of the earth   

and the heights of the mountains are his also. 

5   The sea is his, for he made it,   

and his hands have moulded the dry land. 

6   Come, let us worship and bow down   

and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

7   For he is our God;   

we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word  
 
New Testament Reading – Romans 6: 12-end 

Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil 
desires. Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of 
wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been 
brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an 
instrument of righteousness. For sin shall no longer be your master, because 
you are not under the law, but under grace. 

What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By 
no means! Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as 
obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey—whether you are slaves 
to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to 
righteousness? But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to 
sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has 
now claimed your allegiance. You have been set free from sin and have 
become slaves to righteousness. 

I am using an example from everyday life because of your human limitations. 
Just as you used to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing 
wickedness, so now offer yourselves as slaves to righteousness leading to 
holiness. When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of 
righteousness. What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are 
now ashamed of? Those things result in death! But now that you have been set 
free from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to 
holiness, and the result is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift 
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

This is the word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel Reading  
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Matthew 10: 40-42 
 
“Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me 
welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet as a prophet 
will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person as 
a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s reward. And if anyone 
gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is my disciple, 
truly I tell you, that person will certainly not lose their reward.” 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Address 
 

The Creed 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us 

with power from on high. 

We believe in one God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Prayers 

This response may be used  

Lord, hear us.  

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

The Collect  
 
Almighty God, 
you have broken the tyranny of sin 
and have sent the Spirit of your Son into our 
hearts whereby we call you Father; 
give us grace to dedicate our freedom to your service, 
that we and all creation may be brought to 
the glorious liberty of the children of God; 
through Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory,  
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for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

 

Notices 

 

Conclusion 

Eternal God, 

our beginning and our end, 

accompany us in this day’s journey. 

Dawn on our darkness, 

open our eyes to praise you for your creation 

and to see the work you set before us today. 

Take us and use us 

to bring to others the new life you give in Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen 

 

Let us end our time of worship this morning by saying The Grace together:  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all evermore. 

Amen. 
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Hymn – O Jesus I have promised 
 
O Jesus, I have promised 
To serve Thee to the end; 
Be Thou forever near me, 
My Master and my Friend; 
I shall not fear the battle 
If Thou art by my side, 
Nor wander from the pathway 
If Thou wilt be my Guide. 
 
 
O Jesus, Thou hast promised 
To all who follow Thee 
That where Thou art in glory 
There shall Thy servant be; 
And Jesus, I have promised 
To serve Thee to the end; 
Oh, give me grace to follow, 
My Master and my Friend. 
 
Oh, let me see Thy footmarks, 
And in them plant mine own; 
My hope to follow duly 
Is in Thy strength alone. 
Oh, guide me, call me, draw me, 
Uphold me to the end; 
And then to rest receive me, 
My Saviour and my Friend. 
 
 

J. E. Bode 1816-1874  
(Paisley Abbey, 2014)  

 


