
Welcome to St. Mary’s,  
the Parish Church of Shortlands  
St. Mary’s, Shortlands endeavours to bring  
the love of God into the everyday lives  
of  the people of Shortlands.  

 

We have a hearing loop system in the Church: members of  the  
congregation with hearing aids should switch to ‘T’ for better reception. 
 

 

29 November 
First Sunday of Advent 
Sermon Series - Joseph 

Services Today 

10.30am Communion Service - streamed only  

Sermon Series - The Characters of the Nativity 

Week 2 - Joseph - led by Catherine Bingham 

The New Testament reading will be:  

Romans 1: 1-7 

Intercessions: Reverend Gary Best 
 

Services and Events this week 

Mon 30 Nov 9.00am Morning Prayer - live streamed only 

Tue 1 Dec 9.00am Morning Prayer - live streamed only 

Wed 2 Dec 9.00am Morning Prayer - live streamed only 

Thu 3 Dec 9.00am Morning Prayer - live streamed only 

Fri 4 Dec 9.00am Morning Prayer - live streamed only 

Sat 5 Dec 9.00am Morning Prayer - live streamed only 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Sunday 6 
December 

10.30am 

 

6.30pm 

Communion Service  

-Reverend Gary Best  

Advent Carol Service - streamed via Facebook 



Sermon Series - Joseph 

Collect 
Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast away the works of 

darkness 
and to put on the armour of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to 

us in great humility; 
that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glori-

ous majesty 
to judge the living and the dead, 

we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns 

with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 

New Testament Reading 

Matthew 1. 18-25 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took 
place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before 
they lived together, she was found to be 
with child from the Holy Spirit. Her hus-
band Joseph, being a righteous man and 
unwilling to expose her to public dis-
grace, planned to dismiss her qui-
etly. But just when he had resolved to do 
this, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary as 
your wife, for the child conceived in her 
is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a 
son, and you are to name him Jesus, for 
he will save his people from their 
sins.” All this took place to fulfill what 
had been spoken by the Lord through 
the prophet: 

“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear 
a son, 
    and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.” When 
Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him; he 
took her as his wife, but had no marital 
relations with her until she had borne a 
son; and he named him Jesus. 

Gospel Reading 

Romans1: 1-7 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to 
be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God, which he promised beforehand 
through his prophets in the holy scrip-
tures, the gospel concerning his Son, 
who was descended from David accord-
ing to the flesh and was declared to be 
Son of God with power according to the 
spirit of holiness by resurrection from the 
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through 
whom we have received grace and 
apostleship to bring about the obedience 
of faith among all the Gentiles for the 
sake of his name, including yourselves 
who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are 
called to be saints: 

Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Post Communion 
O Lord our God, 
make us watchful and keep us faithful 
as we await the coming of your Son our 

Lord; 
that, when he shall appear, 
he may not find us sleeping in sin 
but active in his service 
and joyful in his praise; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



Please remember in your prayers this week…  

The Church ... 

Rochester deanery. The Rev Dr Helen 
Burn, Area Dean; Mr Rob Mills, Lay 
Chair  
Snodland, All Saints’, with Lower 
Birling, Christ Church, and St       
Benedict’s (redundant). Rector: The 
Rev Danielle Pearson-Smith  
West Malling, St Mary’s with Offham, 
St Michael’s.  Vicar: The Rev David 
Green  
Brenchley, All Saints. Vicar: The Rev 
Campbell Paget  
East Peckham, Holy Trinity, with Net-
tlestead, St Mary the Virgin. Rector: 
The Rev Anthony Carr  
Hadlow, St Mary, and Golden Green 
Mission Church.  Vicar: The Rev Paul 
White  
Horsmonden, St Margaret.  Rector: 
The Rev Tim ffrench Associate Rector: 
The Rev Trish ffrench  

 

The World ... 

Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 
be with those who care for the sick, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may find comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us 
from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 

 

The Community … 

For former members of St. Mary’s now 
living elsewhere.  
For the SOS Children’s Village in     
Bethlehem. 
Give thanks for the many and varied 
gifts amongst God’s people. Pray for 
those training for ministry, Lay and     
Ordained. 
For James, Bishop of Rochester, and 
Diocesan Staff.   
For the Area Dean, Reverend Jeremy 
Blunden Lay Chair of Synod, Sarah 
Poole, and the Beckenham Deanery 
Clergy. 
For our Member of Parliament, Bob 
Stewart, our Local Councillors, Mary 
Cooke and Aisha Cuthbert, and the 
Shortlands Residents’ Association. 
For the Reverend Gary Best and his 
family. For Reverend Beverley Ejimofo 
and her family. For the Parochial Church 
Council. 
For the witness of St. Mary’s in the   
community, the outreach through SPAN, 
the editors and production team. 
 

The Sick ... 

For all who are unwell, including Ann 
Swatton: Alan McCann; Sally Aldred; 
Melanie Jones; Revd Hugh             
Broadbent; Joan Austen; Paul            
Corben; Ann Gramlich. 
For all those who bring their prayers to 
our Church.  
 
 

The Departed ... 

For those who have recently died; and 
all who mourn. 
We also remember those whose         
anniversaries we keep this week at this 
time: Jo Goodchild; Robert Carpenter; 
Anne Roberts; Denis Leutchford; David 
Glynne; Arthur Clegg; Sylvia Greener. 

 

Our Mission of the Month for November is:     

Home for Good 

There is a display at the back of the Church.  
Five per cent of our giving will support the work 
of this mission, and additional gifts may be given 
through the plate by the display. 



Stay in touch!  

To keep up with the latest  
news from  St Mary's,  

you can ‘like’ our page on Facebook 
 or follow us on Twitter - search for  

'St Mary's Shortlands'.   

If you're not sure how to do it, ask in the 
office and they'll put you in touch with   

someone who can give you an introduction 
to 'social media’. 

NOTICES 
Church will be open for private prayer on  

Monday, Wednesday and Saturday from 10am - 3pm. 

 CHURCH DECORATION FOR CHRISTMAS will take place on Friday the 4th December at 9:30am and 
in the afternoon if required; or 9.30am on the morning of 5th December. This would allow for socially-
distanced small group working. If you are able to help, please contact Cecilia on 0208 313 0246 or 
(07511) 885 941. 

 Advent candles - if you would like to purchase an advent candle this year (white or red) for £2.50 each 
please contact the parish office to arrange payment and time for collection. 

 To raise funds for the Future Generation's project - 2021 St Mary's calendars and a St Mary's 
congregation recipe book have been developed. They will be for sale after the 10.30 service from the 
5th December at a cost of £6 each and 2 for £10. If you cannot be present please email 
rachael.bratt@gmail.com to order one and we will arrange to get it to you.  

 Also - The online Treasure Hunt will be held on 9th January at 4pm. There is no fixed cost for attending 
but you are asked to donate what you can. Those wishing to attend please sign up by emailing 
annmarie.jefferys@btinternet.com and an information sheet will be sent to you with the join-up details, 
password and how to donate. 

 Traidcraft -  If you wish to make a Christmas order from Traidcraft please contact Cecilia on 0208 313 
0246 or (07511) 885 941. She can deliver you a catalogue, or you can visit the Traidcraft website, and 
then give her your order. Traidcraft is carrying on its vital work supporting some of the most vulnerable 

producers around the world. Some catalogues 
shall also be left in church.  
 Foodbank - Bromley Foodbank will remain 
open during the next round of restrictions. Please 
do keep donating to the box in the south porch 
when the church is open for private prayer. 

Thank you to all of our donors 
for your amazing support,  
especially in this current  
situation 
The following items are requested before the end 
of November in order to make up Christmas       
hampers for needy families:  
Cranberry sauce; selection box of luxury  
biscuits; evaporated milk; savoury biscuits or 
pringles, Christmas or chocolate pudding; 
luxury jam or preserve; nut free chocolate 
spread; tomato ketchup; Christmas cake or 
yule log (dated 27 Dec+); mince pies (dated 27 
Dec+). 
 

CHRISTMAS FOOD DATED 2021 ONWARDS. 
A reminder that we cannot receive fresh goods 
only long life food.  

For information please contact Vici Nightingale. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Website 
www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk 

 

Parish Office  
open 9.30am - 12.30pm  

office@stmaryshortlands.church 
Tel: 020 8460 5682  

Revd. Gary Best (day off FRIDAY) 
vicar@stmaryshortlands.church 

Vicarage Office tel: 020 8460 0262 
 

Curate - Revd. Beverley Ejimofo  
(Working days Tue, Wed and Sun) 
curate@stmaryshortlands.church 

Tel: 0772 621 7571 

 

mailto:rachael.bratt@gmail.com
mailto:annmarie.jefferys@btinternet.com

