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Will Christmas happen?

For me, there is no question or debate. Christmas will happen. Christmas will bring hope and joy to us all.
Christmas is going nowhere.

Christmas is a time of celebration as we remember the birth of Jesus Christ, the baby who was to bring
hope, light and joy to the world. A baby born to a couple who were afraid, had nowhere to go and were all
alone. But they weren't alone.

Mary, Joseph and the new-born Jesus were joined by shepherds, angels and wise men. People joined
together in offering gifts to the newborn. No matter how simple or grand the gift, the birth was celebrated,
Christmas was born. For people of faith, this is a story we should never forget or allow to be forgotten.

As each of us reflects on arguably the worst year possible we will have different stories of 2020, some
good, some very sad, memories we want to forget, others never to forget.

For me, it has been a tough year on a personal level, but what has kept me going has been the community
which I now call home. The witness of people serving each other, people known and unknown in our community,
is something that will live with me forever, and I hope and pray is something to witness for some time.

Individual talents and gifts have come to the fore in how we serve others, providing us the opportunity to
be ready to serve even more when we are living post-virus. People now turn their talents to Christmas, ensuring
that as a community and here at St. Mary's, your parish church, we will not allow Christmas to be ignored

Whilst services may not be as in previous years, St.

SpeC|a| Events and Services Mary’s will be open and looks forward to welcoming

At St. Mary's, we are working to provide as many of the
traditional services as is possible and practical during
December, at all times following local and national
guidelines to keep everyone as safe and as comfortable
as possible.

Sunday 6 December
6.30pm - Advent Carol Service
Live-streamed only via Facebook

Sunday 13 December

10.30am - All-Age Service
Iincluding a Christingle talk

Sunday 20 December
6.30pm - Nine Lessons and Carols

Thursday 24 December - Christmas Eve
11.30pm - Midnight Mass

Friday 25 December - Christmas Day
10.30am - Holy Communion

Services will be held in church unless otherwise stated
above, but all may be subject to change based on
government coronavirus restrictions. Any updates will be
shared through www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk and
www.facebook.com/stmarysshortlands

you. Perhaps a visit to our Nativity Installation, in the
church grounds from 5™ December; visiting our giant
Christmas Prayer Tree; visiting the church, decorated
for Christmas; or just finding some space in amongst
the busyness of life. The church will be open each day
during the week leading up to Christmas.

Your parish church is alive, is open, and
welcomes you all. Christmas is alive and will be
celebrated for generations to come.

May each of you have a blessed Christmas and
may you, your friends and your families stay well.

Love and Blessings, Revd Gary

Christmas Nativity

Explore the church and grounds to prepare
for the joy of Christmas

Saturday 5 December 3-5pm
St Mary’s Choir will be performing during the afternoon

Saturday 12 December 3-5pm
St Mary's Music Group will be performing during the
afternoon


http://www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/stmarysshortlands

From the
Registers

Interment of Ashes

We extend our sympathy to
those who loved:
Colin Walklin

Colin Walklin

Colin was born and lived all his life in the Bromley area. He went to
Beckenham Grammar School and did his National Service in post-
war Germany.

11 November

He met Carol at Beckenham Arts School and they both
attended the Royal College of Art in the 1950s where they studied
Graphic Design - Colin designing ‘The Cruel Sea’ poster for Ealing
Studios when still a student.

Colin and Carol were married for over 70 years and
collaborated on printmaking and teaching at West Dean College, as
well as their own creative art work. Colin was a skilled teacher of
printmaking and, after leaving Lintas as an Art Director in the late
'60s, he headed the Art and Careers Departments at Forest Hill
School for many years.

Colin was a keen hockey player and a senior member of club
management at Orpington Hockey Club. He enjoyed growing his
own vegetables at Beckenham Allotments - working up to three
plots before scaling back his efforts in his 80s.

Colin’s love of choral music spanned his whole life. He
participated in many Beckenham Chorale performances and was a
dedicated member of St Mary’'s Choir for over 50 years. At his
prime he was one of an impressive team of five basses, infamous
for wry (and extremely funny) comments from ‘the back row’. His
encouragement and beautiful rich, deep voice were inspirational to
many.

The church community was an integral part of his life: most
recently, at the Friends' fundraiser, Here, There and Everywhere,
Colin reprised a favourite - Edelweiss - not a dry eye in the
church! He will be very fondly remembered by all his fellow singers
and sadly missed by his three children Nick, Janey and Sarah.

Remembering

This year, Remembrance Sunday was
very different for us all. With no
services being allowed to be held in
church and with very limited
numbers being allowed to gather at
memorials, we decided at St. Mary's
to pre-record a service, which was
shown via Facebook on 8 November. £

This was followed up with a
very simple laying of wreaths at the
Shortlands Memorial on Armistice
Day, 11 November, where I was . g
joined by Charles Wood from the =5
7th Bromley Scout Group and Gill Dawson from the 2nd
Shortlands Guides.

Whilst pre-recording does allow the use of graphics,
images, video and audio, it does not replace the gathering of
people as a community in one place, remembering those who
have given so much for our freedom and liberty. Let us hope and
pray that next year we will be gathered together for this important

service to so many. Revd Garv Best
evd Gary Bes

Ralph Lampard

Ralph was born in Bristol in 1933, followed by his brother Phillip
and then sister Patricia.

The family left Bristol when Ralph was about 12 and moved
to Beckenham where they opened a family bakery — Lampards -
which traded for 65 years.

Ralph did his National Service in Egypt, working as a baker
feeding the troops. When he returned home, he joined the family
business where he worked with his brother Phil until retirement.

Ralph married Betty in 1972 and in doing so got himself a
ready-made family with Alan in the package, soon followed by John
in 1973. They moved into their new home in Durham Road where
they brought up the family: four grandchildren followed. Sadly,
Betty died in 2009, leaving a big hole in the family.

In time, Ralph was introduced to Barbara and a friendship
grew: for the last ten years they found happiness together.

Ralph had joined St Mary's 2WWs group: he and Barbara
went on to enjoy attending their events together, as well as sharing
a love of travel and jazz.

Ralph was a keen sportsman, playing football and cricket for
local teams. He played squash in the early days but snooker was his
passion: he regularly played for the Conservative Club until he
couldn’t see the balls properly!

Ralph was a member of the Master Baker's Association for
over 40 years. He was also a member of the Rotary Club for over
40 years and served as Chairman. He always did a lot for good
causes, meeting with fellow Rotary Clubs in Holland and making
close friends along the way,

Ralph was a people person: he will be greatly missed by so
many. While current restrictions limited the number of people who
could attend his funeral, his Rotary Club formed a Guard of Honour
as his coffin was taken into the Chapel at the Crematorium.

June Barnett

June was born in 1946. At six weeks old, she contracted polio
from a nurse. As her family already numbered five children, June
was sent away to school to Sunshine House, Gosport, a children’s
home equipped with facilities for the disabled, only returning
home in the holidays.

Her early years were blighted by many hospital stays and
operations to try to alleviate her pain

June studied telephony at a residential course in
Leatherhead. She worked in London, galloping along on both
sticks to EImers End Station and managing to get on and off the
train independently. She also travelled abroad and particularly
loved Italy.

June worked at the Masters car showroom at Elmers End,
propelling herself there in an electric pavement buggy - an erratic
driver at the best of times! She then graduated to an electric
wheelchair. Later in life, confidence ebbing, she almost wrapped
herself and her chair around a tree — time to give up!

As a young woman, June sang in the choir, at St James's.
She had a beautiful voice and was a member of St Mary's choir for
some time.

June continued to practise her religion throughout her life,
attending Wednesday morning services and enjoying singing
hymns, while bedridden, as a resident of Durham House.

June spent her last year at the Park View Nursing Home,
Upper Norwood, where she passed away peacefully in September.

Despite the chronic pain and discomfort she suffered all
her life, June took comfort in her singing and her music. She will
be remembered with love and compassion.



MISSION OF THE MONTH

The Children’s Society

Nearly 5 million children live in
abject poverty in the UK today,
unable to have the barest
minimum. No child should go
hungry in our society yet sadly
over 10,000 children in our
borough alone go hungry during ¥4
school holidays.

The Children’s Society
supports children like these and
needs our help to be able to
continue to do so.

At St Mary’s we dedicate our Christingle service each year
to raise funds for this purpose. This year Christingle will form
part of our All-Age Service on 13 December. We invite everyone
in the parish to join in and support our fundraising.

We have a special Christingle kit available for families to
use at home which can be obtained from the back of the church
from 5 December.

Whatever contribution you can make will have a huge
impact on improving a child’s life. You can donate via St Mary's
Lloyds Bank account, sort code 30-84-51, account number
47608468, reference Christingle.

Please join us for our 10.30am service on Sunday 13th
December when we will talk about Christingles and what they
mean to us.

You can see more information about the work of the
Children’s Society at www.childrenssociety.org.uk

Award winners!

Congratulations to the Friends of South Hill Wood and
Kingswood Glen — South Hill Wood has again been awarded a
Green Flag Award, this time for 2020-21.

A Green Flag is ‘the mark of a quality park or green
space, given in recognition of achieving the international
standard for parks and green spaces'.

If you haven't had a wander recently through this lovely
space — a remnant of ancient woodland - why not take a look as
part of your daily exercise?

Sound and vision

Long-standing readers of SPAN will remember that we have been
thinking about potential redevelopment of the halls and other
buildings at St Mary's through our 'Future Generations Project’.

We know that these buildings are well-used and much loved
by both the church and local community and we remain committed
to enhancing the quality of local community life through this
project.

Experience during the pandemic has shown us that, as well
as valuing the opportunity to come together in our buildings,
people also very much value the chance to be with us ‘virtually’
through the services we have been streaming. It's been wonderful
to welcome to our congregation those who are self-isolating, those
who are unwell and others from further afield.

Even once COVID is, we hope, a distant memory, we want
our services to be accessible to people who cannot physically be
with us in church for whatever reason. In addition to our regular
services it will be wonderful to enable attendance at funerals,
weddings, baptisms and so on

We want the experience of attending St Mary's services
remotely to be as good as possible. We've been investigating how,
by investing in camera and audio-visual equipment, we could
improve the visual quality of what people watching at home see
and the sound quality of what they hear.

The great news is that we've already raised enough funds
through our Future Generations Project to be able to afford the
equipment and we're now looking at different options to find the
right solution for St Mary's.

We will k dated .
e will keep you updated on progress Revd Gary Best

Hope in the darkness

“The people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those
living in the land of the shadow of death a light has
dawned." (Matthew 4:16, Isaiah 9:2).

St Mary's service for the departed is held during the
Christian festival of All Souls: this year it was on Sunday 1
November. The service aimed to offer hope for people mourning
loved ones that the darkness and the heaviness of the loss will be
lightened by the love and compassion promised by Jesus to those
who mourn.

As a visual representation of this, during the service the
lights were extinguished as names of those who have departed
from this life were read. Once the lights in the church had been
turned off, candles were lit from the Paschal Candle. The Paschal
Candle is an ongoing reminder to the Church, throughout the
year, that Jesus continues to lighten the darkness in our lives.

It was heart-warming to see the darkness and gloom in the
church replaced with the beautiful light of candles throughout the
space. It is hoped that this, a visual reminder that God remains
with us, will also offer ongoing hope that the darkness of grief

lightens eventually.
g Y Revd Beverley Ejimofo

DOG CARE Offering
* QOutstanding Care
< 24/7 * Choice
IN A SECURE FAMILY * Dlgnl.ty
HOME WITH GARDEN * Creating Independence

Located near to Bromley
Shopping Centre
Tel: LILY 07404 763699

Providing
Fully trained and experienced
Care workers

<_?><e OU[/OO
=
INSTALLATIONS LTD
ELEGTRIGAL GONTRAGTORS

20 Bromley Gardens, Bromley, Kent BR2 OET
Tel/Fax: 020 8249 8198
Mob: 07721 454716
Email: gmminstallationsitd@gmail.com
J.1.B. Approved Electrician
NAPIT Part P 24 years experience

Contact us on

02087773840

Email bromley@careoutlook.co.uk
Or visit our office at
128 High Street, West Wickham BR4 0LZ



http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk

The Parish Church
of St. Mary, Shortlands

Link Parish

St Francis of

Assisi, Douai, France
WORSHIP

Every Sunday
08.00 Holy communion

10.30 Family communion, except when notified.
During Term time there are separate
groups for children aged 0-18

18.30 Choral Evensong, except when notified.
(3rd Sunday in the month)

Every Tuesday

17.30 Evening Prayers

Every Wednesday

10.30 Holy Communion
Further information about all services can be
obtained from the Parish Office.

PARISH DIRECTORY

Vicar Revd Gary Best 8460 0262
(day off Friday) Vicar@stmaryshortlands.church
Curate Revd Beverley Ejimofo

(Tue, Wed, Sun) 0772 6217571

Licensed Lay Mrs S. Aldred 8460 3978
Ministers Mrs C. Bingham 8460 0324
Mrs A-M. Jefferys 8460 6030
Dr. D. Jefferys 8460 6030
Readers Mr. P. Stotesbury 8650 3259
Mr S. Buchanan 8777 8008
Pastoral Assistants  Mrs. S. Harrison 8464 0284
Mrs. M. Westropp 8650 5178
Mrs. D. Speller 07941415082
Parish Administrator Ms. N. Blake 8460 5682
Churchwardens Mr A. Williams 07914343495
Mrs S. Leonard 07725313432
Deputies Mrs. P. Chase 8464 6188
Mr. S. Clark 8464 0696
Mr. D. Cooper 8460 0682
Prof. M. Fox 8650 3252
Dr. D. Jefferys 8460 6030
PCC Secretary Mrs. S. Maurel 01689 331793
Treasurer Mr. T. Dawson 8460 5884
Assistant Treasurer Mr. R. Hogg 8290 0613
Organist and Director of Music
Canon C.Tillotson 8460 7368
Assistant Organist ~ Mr. D. Beach 8289 6510
Safeguarding OfficerMrs. K. Coleman 07879337567
Electoral Roll Mrs. S Maurel 01689 331793
Junior Church Mrs. J. Eade 3624 0559
Stewardship Mr. T. Dawson 8460 5884

PARISH OFFICE 020 8460 5682
office@stmaryshortlands.church
Open 9.30am - 12.30pm weekdays.

Information regarding Baptisms and Weddings can

be obtained during these hours.
ST. MARY'SORGANISATIONS

Toddlers Mrs. J. Runicles 8402 6599
Craft and Chatter ~ Mrs. J. Boam 8460 7101
8464 6188

Friends of St Mary's Mr. T. Chase

For admission to Beavers, Cubs and Scouts please
contact email: 7bromleyadmissions@gmail.com

Scouts (Fri) Mr. R. Howe 8462 7132
Cubs (Mon) Mrs. P Braithwaite 8460 4152
Cubs (Tue) Mr. J. Griffiths 07954437658
Beavers Ms. E Hay 07932758801

For admissions to Rainbows, Brownies or Guides
please go to www.girlguiding.org.uk

Guides (Tue) Ms. N. Critten 07767242920
Guide (Fri) Mrs. G. Dawson 8460 5884
Brownies (Mon) Miss. K Higgs 8462 3285
Brownies (Thu) Mrs S. Tight 8460 8122
Rainbows Ms. H. Last 8460 1705
Pre-school Mrs. C. Hall 8290 6704 or
07960988552
The 2WW's Mrs. A. Swatton 8650 1114
Church Flowers Mrs. C. Willatt 8313 0246
Mission Chair Mrs. S. Shelton 8402 3299
Douai link Mrs. G. Dawson 8460 5884
Fair Trade Mrs. C Willatt 8313 0246
LOCAL CONTACTS
ClIr. M. Cooke 07912 649058

(E: Mary.Cooke@bromley.gov.uk)
(E: aisha.cuthbert@bromley.gov.uk)
8460 4060
87212614

Clir. A. Cuthbert
Residents Association
Shortlands Safer Neighbourhood
SPAN INFORMATION
Website ~ www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk
Editorial Parish Office
Distribution Mr. M. Harrison 07821 691567
Views expressed by contributors are not
necessarily those supported by the publishers
ansd no responsibility can be accepted for
accuracy. The publishers cannot accept
responsibility for work carried out by our
advertisers.
ADVERTISING: £20.60 per column inch per issue.
For details call 020 8460 5682 during office hours.
Copy to be submitted by the 5th of each month.

Local, friendly and professional building
company for your larger projects.

Extensions, Conversions,

Refurbishment and Electrical.

Excellent references available.

No job too large.

E: steve@rutlandbuilding.co.uk

Building Lt
T: 020 8249 8769 M: 07949 593294

J. & R. Killick Ltd.
FUNERAL DIRECTORS Est 1879
The Killick family have provided the local community with
a personal and efficient service for over 135 years.
* Private Chapel of Rest  * Classic or modern cortege
* 24 hour service  * Advice given on pre-arranged funeral plans
Please ask for an information folder and estimate.
Telephone Peter or Michael Killick on 020 8777 4502
Website www jrkillick.co.uk (full fee list shown)
112 High Street, West Wickham, Kent, BR4 OND

Croral e’

AEROBICS - COME AND JOIN JACQUI

Every Monday 8-9pm in St Mary’s Church Hall
T: 020 8650 2083 M: 07967 214279 W: bromleyaerobics.co.uk

PODIATRY AND

CHIROPODY SERVICES

Mrs Pam Naylor MSc. Podiatry M.Ch.HCPC
Tel: 020 8658 7718

Mob: 07814 746545
www.bromleypodiatry.co.uk| registered

Progetto

We provide Drawings & Design for:
Loft conversions, Extensions, Internal Alterations,
Palnning Applications, Design and Build

Please call or email Nick for more information
07590 434487 - npmcadam@gmail.com

Langley school of Dancing

&,

.},» Ballet, Tap, Modern, Street Jazz,

; Boys Street Jazz & Zumba
— From age 2% to adult - at St Mary’s Hall
Tel: 07540 400615 for free trial class

QUALIFIED PLUMBER
P.J. EDWARDS
Tel: 01322 868212 or 07831 54 59 51

Bathrooms, kitchens and all domestic
work undertaken

Adbvertising in SPAN for over 15 years

HOLT MAINTENANCE
Garden Maintenance, Landscape Gardening,
Window Cleaning,

Domestic and Commercial Cleaning
Accredited Safe Contractor

Tel: 07956 172979

HANDYMAN SHORTLANDS
Competitive rates, professional,
reliable service.

Most trades covered.

Call John Prior 07967 963162 / 020 8699 8695
Or email JPPHILTD@gmail.com

: Sunnyfields Day Nursery

PO :
: 19 Bromley Grove, Shor“l‘lands . v -
: 7.30am - 6.30 pm cué ‘.’.' :
: Children 3 mon‘rhs foSyears :
*Tel: 020 8313 9191 .
: T :
H [ ]

:bawoocés

The Family Law Specialists

Family and relationship breakdown is a very difficult
Time for anyone. Please contact Kumari Dawood in
Confidence for advice. Tel 020 8249 6047 or email

confidential @dawoods-solicitors.co.uk

<.Now based in Shortlands Village above Home Zone
» i
ﬁam“y Www.dawoods-solicitors.co
aw

# resolution

%0 firat for familv law

ROOFING

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN
GENERAL BUIDING*LOFT EXTENSIONS*FENCING
GUTTERING*SKYLIGHT WINDOWS
SEAMLESS FLAT ROOFING*NEW SHED ROOFS
PATIO &DRIVESPRESSURE WASHED

HARRY ALLEN 07801 755199

Creativity, Confidence

Communication
Developmental Drama classes
for2 % - 18yrs

01689 812336
bromley@helenogrady.co.uk

_HELEN O’GRADY_
DRAMA ACADEMY

LOCAL INDEPENDENT WINE MERCHANT

Over 500 wines beers and spirits from all
over the world, personally tasted and
hand picked for our customers.

FREE NEXT DAY DELIVERY
just ring our shop on
020 8460 7441
or you can order through our website

www.refreshers.wine

or come down, we are open 11am to 10pm every day

60 Beckenham Lane, Shortlands, BR2 0DW

JJHHIH

Beckenham based Funeral Caterer

Established for over 30 years and able to
provide catering in your own home or a
venue of your choice. Waitress service
or contact free delivery available.
To see our suggested menus please go to
www.careysfuneralcaterers.co.uk or tel: 020 8658 5008

CAREYS

FUNERAL CAT

FINE FUNERAL €2

Local estate agents
based in Shortlands
village
homezone
104 Beckenham Lane
t.020 8464 9952 Shortlands
e. bromley@homezone.co.uk BR2 ODW

Vicky - Mobile Hairdresser

Over 25 years experience 07958 210577
1 1 ||
Garden walls, re-pointing,
(] |
I

repairs, conservatory bases,
small extensions

Call Steve 0778 889 3180
Competitive rates



http://www.jrkillick.co.uk

