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Giving in our community

A church has stood at the corner of Kingswood Road and St Mary's Avenue for more than 150
years. Only the building has changed, the original Victorian building being destroyed during the
second world war. The new church, consecrated in 1953, was built with funds raised by the local
community and grants from the post-war rebuilding fund. The local community raised further funds to
build the church hall in the 1960s. English churches like St Mary's are totally responsible for raising
funds to pay for their running costs, relying heavily on volunteers to run activities. This was true for the
Victorian church and is equally true for our current church.

The church is a place for Christian worship and a focal point for the local community. It is open
during the week as well as at weekends, a place for all of us to find space to be quiet and reflect,
whether inside the building or in the gardens. It is also a centre of activity, whether for concerts, keep
fit classes for the more mature person on Tuesdays, the baby and toddler group on Thursdays and the
community café on Wednesdays. The hall is used extensively for activities for young people with dance
classes, drama classes and uniformed organizations, as well as our Preschool. All this costs a lot of
money and commitment.

In 2023 it cost just over £200,000 to run the church and hall. Some funds come from fees for use
of the facilities and from visitors to our services, but mostly from members of the congregation. We
give to help support our mission to share the love of God, including our vision for St Mary's to be a
hub of the local community and a place for spiritual support and encouragement.

It is not just a question of money. Many people, from the congregation and the wider community
help in all sorts of ways (for example in the café or maintenance of the grounds). We are very grateful
for all donations and help. If you would like to volunteer please get in contact with one of the team. To
help financially, you can make a one-off donation or join our regular giving scheme: application forms
are at the back of the church or online at www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/setting-up-your-gift.

Tim Dawson

Special Services and Events

Sunday 2 June

5.00pm Come Holy Spirit

Sunday 9 June

9.00am Holy Communion

10.30am Parade Service
Followed by the Parish Picnic

Sunday 16 June

6.30pm Choral Evensong

Sunday 30 June

10.30am Family Holy Communion
Canon Paul Miller will be
celebrating 50 years of ministry

CONGRATULATIONS to Young Leaders Nika and Rosie
(more information on page 3).
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From the
Registers

Holy Matrimony

We congratulate:
Melanie Bowman and Luke Benton-Drury

18 May
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Janet Whitlock

Janet was born in 1933 in Delph, Lancashire. In the war her
father ran a munitions factory, welcoming evacuees into their
home. Her confirmation was a public declaration of her faith, the
foundation of everything she did.

She trained and worked as a nurse at Royal Manchester
Children’s Hospital. Renowned for her conscientiousness, there
was great sadness when she had to leave due to an allergy to
antibiotics.

Janet then worked at the Norland Nursery Training College
in Chislehurst: at Bromley Tennis Club she met Neil and countless
other friends.

Following training in Delph, she became a medical
secretary at the Elizabeth Garrett Anderson Hospital for Women.
Neil and Janet married in 1961, moved to Kent and started
attending St Mary’s. Daughters Sara, Caroline and Amanda duly
arrived.

In 1978 Neil, a solicitor with Shell, was asked to move to
Australia: a fabulous four years. Janet's love of patchwork began:
for the next 40 years she was a member of quilting groups.

Back in Beckenham, Janet worked as a medical receptionist
and occasional relief nurse. She spent many happy times on duty
for St John's Ambulance at, for example, Buckingham Palace,
eventually becoming President of the Bromley group.

After Neil's retirement they bought a house in the Loire
Valley, supervising a never-ending renovation and learning
French. Janet was an excellent cook and consummate hostess:
dedication to, and love for, her friends was part of her character.

Janet formed a local group to fundraise for Demelza House
Hospice Care for Children over 25 years. Her group was
recognized by Rotary and awarded the Queen’s Award for
Voluntary Service. She also sold poppies come rain or shine!

After Neil's sad death in 1999, Janet moved to a smaller
home nearby where she spent 21 very happy years. Her travel
adventures included the Oberammergau Passion Play and the
Holy Land (with St Mary's), and trips to visit her daughters abroad.

Health concerns during COVID times highlighted the need
to move closer to family. After 60 years, the wrench of leaving St
Mary's was helped by continuing contact from Shortlands friends.
Her grandchildren bought her such happiness, enhanced by the
move nearby.

Janet bore her last weeks of illness in the same way she
conducted her life — no complaining; appreciation of the care she
received; full of love for her family and concern for others; certain
of her ultimate destination.

You're welcome!

We all feel lonely at times. Loneliness is no respecter of
persons. Age, sex, income, education, being single or part of a
couple; it seems to make no difference. It can come or go or seem
to last forever.

St Mary's is a good place to go when you are feeling
lonely, whether church is your thing or not. There are many
activities, in addition to traditional worship services, where you are
welcomed and can feel a part of the group.

We have monthly gatherings that include meditation and
contemplation in a less formal setting: ‘Take Time' and ‘Come
Holy Spirit’. Our weekly Community Café is a place to sit with
friends or meet new people while chatting over a cup of tea or
coffee and a bit of cake.

The weekly Baby and Toddler group is packed with
parents, grandparents and other carers, talking with each other
and watching the children play. Tea Time Together introduces
children to church each month with song, dance, stories and art
while parents enjoy cake, watching and talking together.

Youth Club offers young people in years 6-12 a safe place
to be together and away from parents, with the added attraction
of food and games.

The annual Parish Picnic (this year on 9 June) is a time for
all ages in the neighbourhood to come together for food and
fellowship. The Friends of St Mary's sponsors get-togethers such
as race nights, talent shows and wine tasting quizzes where our
neighbours are invited and welcomed.

If you ever feel lonely, come to St Mary's and feel
welcomed and part of something good. Look out in SPAN or at
www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk for more information.

PLANT SALE
THANK YOU to all who came to the plant sale in May.
Over £1,700 was raised for church funds.

Ynysowen Male Choir Aberfan and District
50th Anniversary 1968 - 2018.

The Choir of St Mary’s will present & sing with
Ynysowen Male Voice Choir
Saturday 22" June 2024
6.30pm
St Mary’s Church

Tickets £15 each
including a glass of red or
white wine

From the Church Office,

Community Café
or after Sunday services
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MISSION OF THE MONTH

The Chartwell Cancer Trust

The story of The Chartwell Cancer Trust began in 2003
when founder Michael Douglas was first diagnosed with
leukaemia and underwent treatment at the Chartwell Cancer and
Leukaemia Unit at the Princess Royal University Hospital (PRUH),
Farnborough. The waiting times he experienced as a patient
were truly eye-opening for Michael, revealing first-hand the
challenges that the NHS face to maintain excellence in care with
limited resources and staffing shortages.

“When I was finally attended to, the nurse explained that
she needed a Healthcare Assistant (HCA) to help with the
chemotherapy set-up and had been trying to find one for over
two hours. Often, when you are diagnosed with an illness like
cancer, family and friends will ask you what they can do to help.
This set me thinking about just what could be done...”

Over the years the Trust has expanded into two charities,
the Chartwell Cancer Trust and the Chartwell Children’s Cancer
Trust. They are committed to improving the lives of cancer and
leukaemia patients and oncology communities by working with
an ever-growing network of local and major NHS hospitals to
touch the lives of all individuals in our communities who are
affected by Cancer and Leukaemia.

For more information, see the board at the back of
church this month or visit www.chartwellcancertrust.co.uk.

United in Christ

A group of 11 parishioners from St Mary's travelled in
two cars to Douai at the end of April and received a very warm
welcome from our French friends at the Parish of St Francis of
Assisi. On the Saturday afternoon we visited ARKEOS, an
archaeological park and museum portraying life in the Middle
Ages with artisan crafts and workshops. There was a home
hospitality dinner on the Saturday evening, then a celebration of
Mass together on the Sunday morning, followed by lunch and
farewells.

Next year is the 30" anniversary of the Twinning or
‘Jumelage’ between St Mary's Shortlands and St Francis of Assisi
in Douai, and we hope to welcome a number of French
parishioners in Shortlands. Travel arrangements have become a
lot more complicated since Brexit, and the French now need a full
passport to visit the UK rather than just their ID card.

We are planning to have a big celebration of a unique
partnership between Anglicans and Catholics, demonstrating how
we are ‘United in Christ'.

Gill Dawson

Volunteering opportunity

We have a great audio visual (AV) system at St. Mary's,
Shortlands which we use to live stream the Sunday morning
service on Facebook. Take a look at www.facebook.com/
stmarysshortlands where you can view services live on Sunday
morning or during the week if you want to catch up.

Where members of the church are unable to attend on
Sunday morning because they are sick, it's an important lifeline
for them. We have also been able to use the AV system to live
stream weddings and funerals where there are family members
who live abroad and are unable to attend.

We are always looking for volunteers to operate the
AV system. The time commitment would be one or two Sunday
mornings per month. Don't worry if you have no experience of
operating an AV system - we are a friendly bunch and will train
you. You don't need to be a regular worshipper at St Mary's
either.

If you'd like to learn more about streaming media, this
would be a great opportunity. For more information please email
Victoria Nightingale (victorianightingale@hotmail.com) or James
Hollingdale (james hollingdale@hotmail.com).

TOP OF THE GLASS

Around 50 people enjoyed an evening of wine tasting

and quiz questions in April, in aid of church funds! Thank
you to Tim and Andy Dawson for organising the event.

Young Leaders

Young Leaders Nika & Rosie from 2nd Shortlands (Friday) Guides
recently gained their Young Leader (YL) Qualification. District
Commissioner Nicola Blake came to present their awards at a
meeting which was run by all 6 Young Leaders attached to the
unit. The Guides, YLs and Leaders celebrated with a giant cookie
and delicious homemade cookies made by one of the other YLs.

Parish Picnic

7y TI(

Sunday 9 June from 12noon

In the church grounds

following the Parade/Family Service at 10.30am
Bouncy castle for kids ... and adults too!
BBQ, donations bar, ice cream & sweets
Fun and games for all the family
Enjoy lunch from our BBQ
or bring your own picnic
EVERYONE WELCOME!
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The Parish Church Local, friendly and professwnal building J. & R. Killick Ltd.
of St. Mary, Shortlands company Tor your arger prOJects. FUNERAL DIRECTORS Est 1879
Extensions, Conversions, The Killick family have provided the local community with

R : . . a personal and efficient service for over 135 years.
Link Parish Refurbishment and Electrical. * Private Chapel of Rest  * Classic or modern cortege

\"”sml owe®”

St Francis of Excellent references available. ! | * 24 hour service
Assisi, Douai, France No job too large. el y 7] Please ask for an information folder and estimate.
. ildi ' ilding Telephone Peter or Michael Killick on 020 8777 4502
WORSHIP E: Steve@rUtlandbU|ldlng'CO'UK Bu Website wwwijrkillick.co.uk (full fee list shown)
T: 020 8249 8769 M: 07949 593294 112 High Street, West Wickham, Kent, BR4 OND

Sunday 10.30am - Holy Communion (in church)

Wednesday 10.00am - Morning Prayer. Holy
Communion will take place once a month T
You can access Sunday services online at: ,4/«\;, Ell tt s CWA Tax
unwstimarysshortlands.org.uk = Friendly local Tax & Accountancy services
www.facebook.com/stmarysshortlands E”iOtt'S Heating
Further information about all services can be for businesses and individuals
obtained from the Parish Office. Shortlands Based - Established 1987 . .
. ) ) Chris 020 8460 9340 chris@cwatax.com
PARISH DIRECTORY All domestic Heating, Plumbing, Gas & Renewables
Vicar 8460 5682 (
vicar@stmaryshortlands.church I he Call 07956 241 582 y
Licensed Lay Mrs C. Bingham 84600324 | | ChECKatrade.com auwoo
Ministers Mrs A-M. Jefferys 8460 6030 \r Where reputation matters . I s |
Dr. D. Jefferys 8460 6030 The Family Law Specialists
Pastoral Assistants ) - Family and relationship breakdown is a very difficult
m;z E Zagl'lse?n 079%?1 2523 <> MCJg uire Time for anyone. Please contact Kumari Dawood in
- Dop confidence for advice. Tel 020 8249 6047 or email
Parish Administrator Mrs. E. Woollven 8460 5682 Z’g:e?%dse:;:f;g;es ?/lgllint: confidential@dawoods-solicitors.co.uk
Church wardens MES'RGHSOZe;ma” gggg gg?g g Now based at 344 Croydon Road, Beckenham BR3 4EX
Treasurer Mr: T: Dawson 8460 5884 020 8464 9952 www.dawoods-solicitors.co.uk
Assistant Treasurer Mr. R. Hogg 8290 0613 Tc::c;Q@;:::E::?::;s'Schoor:‘"Qnds ER2 ODW “ resolution
PCC Secretary Mrs J. Sharma 07900971867 Do opm o
Organist and Director of Music ROOFING
f Canon C.Tillotson 8460 7368 Lang|ey school of Danc|ng ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN
Safeguarding Mrs P. Lambourne 8658 0470 e -
Electoral Roll MrsJ.Sharma 07900971867 | | - (-31' Ballet, Tap, Modern, Street Jazz, GENERA(IEB%IE%R‘% *LSOI(l?I-_FGXHT'II'E\';IV?II\I%'\(I)?/VSF ENCING
Junior Chu.rch Miss. R Tillotson 07503680612 \j Boys Street Jazz & Zumba SEAMLESS FLAT ROOFING * NEW SHED ROOFS
Stewardship Mr. T. Dawson 8460 5884 —From age 2% to adult - at St Mary’s Hall PATIO & DRIVES PRESSURE WASHED
PARISH OFFICE Tel: 07540 400615 for free trial class HARRY ALLEN 07801 755199
Telephone: 020 8460 5682

Email: office@stmaryshortlands.church
Open 10.00am - 12.00pm weekdays. Touch of Colors - painting and decorati DEVELOPING CONFIDENCE,
Contact the office for Baptisms and Weddings “M“ COMMUNICATION AND CREATIVITY

, Offering friendly and reliable services 0\ (1) Wednesdays at St Mary's Hall
ST. MARY'S ORGANISATIONS decorating, tiling: ﬂoor laying and more. ‘“ Fun and friendly draza classes to brzZst conf:dence,
Toddlers Mrs. J. Runicles 07790 304711 Please contact Kamil for more information and enquiries creativity, ec tion, r and w
Cr(aft and Chatter ~ Mrs. J. Boam 8460 7101 about any other works around the house. L J ngga&y;;';;ﬂﬁlkl31568C908L2K336
Friends of St Mary's Mr. T. Chase 8464 6188 07873217670 - kamil.franz@gmail.com For 3 - 18 yrs in 4 age groups. www.dramakids.co.uk

For admission to Beavers, Cubs and Scouts please

contact %mailz 7bromleyadmissions@gmail.com QU ALIFIED PLUMBER

You worked to

Scouts (Fri) Mr. R. Howe 8462 7132
Cubs (Mon) Mr O. Swinfen 07758458077 “7
Cubs (Tue) Mr. J. Griffiths 07954437658 P. J. EDWARDS -
Beavers vseHey  orsnrsesot || el; 01322 868212 or 07831 54 59 51 build a home

For admissions to Rainbows, Brownies or Guides

please go to www.girlguiding.org.uk Bathrooms, kitchens and all domestic Is it time to let your
Guides (Tue) Ms. E Thompson 07910340908 work undertaken
Guide (Fri) Mrs. G. Dawson 8460 5884 home work for you?
Brownies (Mor)  Miss. K. Higgs 8462 3285 Advertising in SPAN for over 15 years
Brownies (Thu) fourthbromleybrownies@outlook.com
Rainbows 2ndshortlandsrainbo ws@gmail.com
Pre-school Mrs. C. Hall 8290 6704 or A Lifetime Mortgage could be a solution in

07960988552 HOLT MAINTENANCE later life for you and your finances, allowing

The 2WW's Mrs. A. Swatton 8650 1114 Garden Maintenance, Landscape Gardening, you to benefit from the equity you have in
Church Flowers Mrs. C. Willatt 07511885941 Wind Cleanin h
Mission Chair M. S. Shelton 8402 3299 . ow Lleaning, . your home. ,
Douai link Mrs. G. Dawson 8460 5884 8 Domestic and Commercial Cleaning Contact us for a free consultation.
Fair Trad Mrs. C Willatt 07511885941 i . )

air Trade rs. C Willa Accredited Safe Contractor Direct Dial: 01935 722 929

Tel: 07956 172979 info@laterlifeproperty.com
LOCAL CONTACTS
Clir. G Turrell
. Beckenham based Funeral Caterer
Cllr. F. Bainbridge . $
Felicity.Bainbridge@bromley.gov.uk Established for over 30 years and able to i ﬂ Equlty Release
ClIr. A. Grant Adam.Grant@bromley.gov.uk ‘(‘:AREYS provide ?\atermghm. your own home ora Council
) - Rl venue of your choice. Waitress service
ReSIdentS Association 8460 0395 or COnt}:lCt free dellVery aVal]ab]e To understand the features and risks, please ask for a consultation and personalised
H : il rat This i lifet:i age, d NSt y he hich Id i t
Shortlands Safer Neighbourhood 87212614 To see our suggested menus please go to e e S I i e ia s e o o
SPAN INFORMATION www.careysfuneralcaterers.co.uk or tel: 020 8658 5008 proceed with our advice. Our advice fee is £1250 payable upon completion of a
) mortgage

Website www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk FCA ﬁufnber 1006554. Registered address 20 Wenlock Road, London, N1 7GU

Editorial Parish Office
e OU[/

Distribution Mr. M. Harrison 07821 691567 Offering o@( O
Views expressed by contributors are not * Outstandin g Care %
necessarily those supported by the * Choice
P s and no responsibility can be % Dlgnlty MSIM.IA"“NS I.Tn
accepted for accuracy. The publishers
. ELEGTRIGAL CONTRAGTORS

cannot accept responsibility for work Creating Independence Contact us on 20 Bromley Gardens, Bromley, Kent BR2 0ET

carried out by our advertisers. 0208 777 3840 Tel/Fax: dzo 8249 8198

blich,

Providi Mob: 07721 454716
roviding : .

ADVERTISING: . . Email bromley@careoutlook.co.uk Email: gmminstallationsltd@gmail.com
For details email the office. Fully trained and experienced Or visit our office at J.1.B. Approved Electrician

Copy to be submitted by the 5th of each month. Care workers 128 High Street, West Wickham BR4 0LZ NAPIT Part P 37 years experience
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