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Sharing our gifts 

SHORTLANDS 
PARISH NEWS 

 Sharing  
the Love  
of God 

Do you know that every person in England is a member of a parish church, and as a member is entitled 

to be baptised, married, and have a funeral in that church? So, if you are reading this today, know that 

whether or not you come to church you are connected to St Mary’s; we are your parish church. 

Once a year we have a stewardship campaign. This is to encourage people to support the church 

financially and to lend their talents and gifts to help us run St Mary’s for the benefit of the community. 

We already have a wide network of those who enjoy working on the maintenance and in the grounds 

and we celebrate their contribution.  

I am mindful of some recent statistics regarding the dwindling of the active workforce and note 

that many still in their prime have taken early retirement. I am thinking that the loss to commerce,     

industry and other organisations could be St Mary’s gain. 

Running a church is a complex business. Primarily we are here for the “cure of souls;” giving    

healing and hope to people who are looking for something more in their lives. 

Even if you are not drawn to the church in a spiritual way, you might be encouraged to see a     

potentially fulfilling opportunity in the management and development of the buildings and grounds.   

Some of you have achieved considerable experience and expertise over many years which you 

may feel is currently under-used.  St Mary’s has launched a new vision and mission and to achieve that 

there are a number of projects on the go that 

could fulfil a desire or even a need to be involved 

in something stimulating and motivating. 

If this has piqued your interest, please give me a 

call for a chat.  
Rev Jane Kustner 

Special Events and Services 

Sunday 5 March 
6.30pm   Songs of Praise  
 

Sunday 12 March 
4 - 5.30pm  Tea Time Together 
6 - 7.30pm   Youth Club 
 
Sunday 19 March - Mothering Sunday

10.30am   Family and Parade Service 

Including the blessing and distribution of posies 
 

Sunday 26 March 

5.00pm   Come Holy Spirit 

A service of silence, readings and worship songs 

 

See Page 3 for details of services for Holy Week. 

An event for St George’s Day 

Join us for dinner and  
entertainment – all welcome! 

7.30pm, Saturday 22
 
April 

St Mary’s church hall 

Tickets: £15 per person,  
from the Parish Office 

Mothering Sunday is a 

tradition that goes back a long 

way.  The service at St Mary’s is 

even more important since the 

mother of Jesus is our patron 

saint!  We welcome our      

uniformed organisations to 

parade their colours or flags 

and use a simple service     

without communion and with 

some well known songs.  It is a 

day when young and old celebrate the mothers who gave birth to 

them, and we give out posies of Spring flowers that have been 

created by our Guides the day before. There are many visitors to 

this special service, and we invite you too to join us. 



From the 
Registers 

At Rest 

We extend our sympathy to 

those who loved: 

Kay Pollard 20  Feb Age 86 

Holy Baptism 

We welcome into God’s 

family: 

Edith Seal               5 February 

Ronan O’Neil        12 February 

Remembering 

The time has come… 

‘The time has come,’ the gardeners said, 

‘To talk of many things, 

Of seeds and shoots and bamboo canes, 

Of cabbages and string, 

And why my oak leaves failed to rot, 

And why some seeds have wings.’ 

It is indeed that time when we remind you of our Plant Sale/Swap 

on Saturday 13 May, from 11am to 2pm.  Refreshments will be 

available at the excellent St. Mary’s café. 

It is also that time when we ask you to plan ahead by sowing 

some extra seeds, rooting some choice cuttings or splitting those 

perennials to help us surpass our previous levels of variety and 

quality of plants on offer. 
Jan Boam 

(With apologies to Lewis Carroll) 

Peggy Turner 

Peggy was born in Woodbridge in Suffolk, the fifth of seven     

children.  Times were hard when she was growing up in the 1930s 

and 40s and so she had to leave school to work in a shop to help 

support the family. They moved to Ipswich where she became a 

typist and very early on accessed the company’s tennis facilities: 

the start of a lifelong passion for the sport. 

All her spare time was taken up playing and she even went 

on to become a county badminton player. She first met Martin at 

the Ipswich Tennis Club, and they married in 1952.   

Alison was born in Ipswich but then Martin, an engineer,        

accepted a job with ICI in the north east. The move to Stockton on 

Tees was a huge wrench for Peggy, but she was pleasantly       

surprised by the warmth and friendliness of the northerners and 

joined the local tennis club.  Peggy supported Martin with his 

many interests like dahlia growing, playing bridge and gardening.  

Delia was born two years later: Peggy was a stay-at-home    

mother, always there to support the family when needed.  Peggy 

and Martin visited Alison many times after her move to Australia, 

enjoying their trips out there immensely.  

Following Martin’s death in 2008, Peggy moved to        

Blenheim Court to live near Delia and her family: another stage of 

her life which brought lots of happy times, as she played her role 

as grandmother to the full. She made some very good friends, 

including many from St Mary’s. She was a keen supporter of the 

church group at Durham House and later at Blenheim Court.  

Afternoon tea 
 

Friday 31 March  

3pm  
St Mary's church 

Donations in aid of the  

Clergy Support Trust 

Call 020 8460 5682  

to book 

In the news 

We were delighted to read, in the Life in…Bromley magazine, that 

Peggy Duffin, a longstanding member of St Mary’s congregation, 

was nominated as a local hero for ‘standing up for women in 

Bromley as a Soroptomist for many years’. 

Peggy originally trained as a secretary/ PA and enjoyed 

using the skills gained working in the City as a ‘temp’ when her 

children were young.  Her secretarial skills have opened many 

doors. 

She was a founder member of Bromley Town Twinning, was 

involved with Shortlands Residents’ Association, fundraised for 

Bromley Abbeyfield when building work was required, and has 

collected for the British Legion for nearly 20 years.  She also 

worked as a part-time Warden at Buckingham Palace for ten years, 

meeting visitors from all over the world.  As a Trustee of the    

Beckenham Parochial Charity for 20 years, her role was to help 

local schools give a broader education to their pupils. 

Peggy was invited to be a Soroptomist in the 1960s: it is 

part of a worldwide organisation of women, linked to the United 

Nations and run on similar lines to Rotary.  The club combines the 

enjoyment of friendship and social gatherings with involvement in 

activities that will improve the life chances of women and girls 

locally, nationally and internationally.  A recent project was to  

enable girls in Morocco to have an education by providing them 

with safe transport.  Peggy has been their President twice. 

Peggy’s message to readers of the magazine was: ‘Embrace 

opportunity.  Be kind.  Go the extra mile.’ 

Find out more about the Soroptomists at https://sigbi.org/

bromley. 

The church's small petrol mower, used on the banks 

and rougher grass areas, is in need of replacement. If 

anyone has one in reasonable condition that they 

would be willing to donate, please speak to Tony Chase 

(07768 701280) or Tim Dawson (07774 633333). 

The Friends 

The Society of the Friends of St Mary’s (also known as ‘The 

Friends’) was formed on 20 November 1955, the day the newly 

rebuilt church was consecrated. 

The main purposes of the Friends are to: 

• organise social events for the church community – for example, 

the St George’s Day event planned for 22nd April, and 

• raise funds for additional items that the church is unable to  

afford – for example the new concertina screen used for Healing 

Prayers (at the back of church once a month) and which        

contains Toddlers Group equipment the rest of the time. 

The display board by the south door shows items and 

events that the Friends have supported and pictures of the       

current committee members. 

The Friends also support the Annual Chorister Award,    

renamed the Paul Baker Award.  Paul was a Reader at St Mary’s, a 

long-term Friend, Chair and President and choir member.  The 

Award is chosen by the Director of Music and criteria include: 

good attendance, progress over the year and setting a good     

example to other junior choristers. 

 If you are interested to find out more about the Friends, 

please contact the Secretary, Tony Chase (07768 701280 or 

chasecrew@btinternet.com). 

https://sigbi.org/bromley
https://sigbi.org/bromley


MISSION OF THE MONTH 

McCabe Educational Trust 

Many of us at St Mary’s have travelled with McCabe Pilgrimages 

and Holidays. Since 1983, it has offered tours to the Holy Land 

and other holy sites that are led by both experienced guides and 

clergy.  After several years in operation, the company wanted to 

find a structure for the support that it and its travellers were 

giving to the Christian communities with which they came in 

contact. In 1991, the McCabe Educational Trust was founded.  

An optional donation is added to each holiday invoice to 

help fund the Trust. Many travellers continue to donate to the 

Trust and individual projects. To date over £4million has been 

donated in grants. All running costs are donated by McCabe 

Pilgrimages; none of the donations are spent on administration.  

In The Holy Land, the Trust supports the Jeel al Amal 

Boys Home in Bethany and the Al Shurooq Blind School in 

Bethlehem with regular, sustainable, grants. Further afield, in 

India, its third partner project is the Anand Niwas Boys Home. In 

all three cases, the Trust is the major benefactor; the quarterly 

donation helps pay basic running costs. Three quarters of its 

income is allocated in this way. The other quarter of donations is 

given in smaller grants to a larger number of projects that are 

Christian run, but that help people of all faiths without 

discrimination.  

For more information, see the display at the back of 

church or visit  

www.mccabe-travel.co.uk/mccabe-educational-trust. 

A healthy start 

St Mary's Pre-School has 

achieved a Gold, Healthy Early 

Years London (HEYL) award. 

HEYL is an awards 

scheme funded by the Mayor 

of  London, which rewards and 

recognises early years        

providers that do the best for 

their children’s health and 

wellbeing.  The scheme helps 

to reduce health inequalities 

by supporting a healthy start 

to life across themes that include healthy eating, oral and       

physical health and early cognitive development. HEYL            

complements and enhances the statutory Early Years Foundation 

stage framework, adding to the focus on children, families and 

staff health and wellbeing.  

There are four levels of awards to work towards – First 

Steps, Bronze, Silver and Gold.  We have worked really hard on 

our HEYL awards over the last few years and are delighted to have 

achieved a Gold award for our setting.  We are the only              

pre-school in the borough of Bromley to have achieved Gold.  This 

shows our strong commitment to ensuring that all children in our 

pre-school get a healthy start to life. 

Christine Hall, Pre-School Leader 

Our lay ministers 
When people speak of the minister of a church they tend to be 

thinking of the vicar, who is ordained as a priest.  Many churches 

also have licensed ministers who have undergone extensive    

training and are licensed by the bishop to serve in the parish.  

They are all licensed as ‘Readers’ but in recent years the Rochester 

Diocese has been leading the way in training lay ministers as 

‘Licensed Lay Ministers’ or ‘LLMs’, so you may come across both 

Readers and LLMs.    

LLMs and Readers work as part of the existing team at the 

church, so the exact role will depend on the needs of the church 

at any particular time and will be different for each individual.  

They can plan and lead worship, take funerals, teach, preach and 

offer pastoral care. Some might do these things only occasionally 

or not at all.  For example, they may take responsibility for a     

particular area within the worshipping life of the church or be the 

main church link with other groups in the community.   In some 

cases, they may be deployed elsewhere in the diocese.    

At St Mary’s we are fortunate to have a Reader, Stuart    

Buchanan, and three active LLMs:  Catherine Bingham and Ann 

Marie and David Jefferys.  Sally Aldred is also an LLM but is taking 

a break from active ministry due to ill health.  Between them they 

take roles in preaching, leading bible study groups, working on 

our Mission and Vision, working with our young people, helping 

plan and lead services, both at St Mary’s and at other churches in 

the Bromley area, and generally supporting the day to day       

activities at St Mary’s.   

Services for Holy Week  

Come and join us as we prepare for the joy of Easter.  
 

Sunday 2 April – Palm Sunday  

10.30am  Family Communion  

With palm procession and dramatic reading  

6.30pm  Choral Service for Palm Sunday 
 

Monday 3 April and Tuesday 4 April 

10.00am   Reflections on the Stations of the Cross 

  8.00pm  A service of Night Prayer  
 

Wednesday 5 April 

10.00am  Holy Communion followed by refreshments 

  8.00pm  A service of Night Prayer  
 

Thursday 6 April – Maundy Thursday  

10.00am   Reflections on the Stations of the Cross 

  8.00pm  Holy Communion with foot washing  
  

Friday 7 April – Good Friday  

10.30am  Informal Family Service  

  Led by the Music Group  

12 – 2pm  The Passion of Christ (film)  

2 – 3pm  An Hour at the Cross  

A meditation, followed by Communion  
  

Sunday 9 April – Easter Day  

7.00am Easter Vigil and New Fire 

Followed by breakfast 

10.30am  Family Communion  

Followed by an Easter Egg hunt 

St Mary's Pre-school Shortlands are seeking 

a support worker to work one morning a week. 

Please see www.stmaryspreschoolshortlands 

for more details or contact Christine or Clare 

on 020 8290 6704 

http://www.mccabe-travel.co.uk/mccabe-educational-trust
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stmaryspreschoolshortlands%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C48f675e03c74445add0f08db1522cc9d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638127011421019192%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAi


Offering 

 Outstanding Care 

 Choice 

 Dignity 

 Creating Independence 
 

Providing 

Fully trained and experienced 

Care workers 

Email bromley@careoutlook.co.uk 

Or visit our office at  

128 High Street, West Wickham BR4 0LZ 

 

PARISH OFFICE                                  020  

                            office@stmaryshortlands.church 

Open 10.00am - 12.00pm weekdays.  

Information regarding Baptisms and Weddings can 

be obtained during these hours. 

WORSHIP 

Sunday 10.30am - Holy Communion (in church) 

Wednesday 10.00am - Holy Communion 

You can access these services online at:: 

www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/stmarysshortlands 

Further information about all services can be 

obtained from the Parish Office. 
 

 PARISH DIRECTORY 

Vicar            Reverend Jane Kustner      07947 778 441 

vicar@stmaryshortlands.church 

Licensed Lay 

Ministers  

Mrs C. Bingham 

Mrs A-M. Jefferys 

Dr. D. Jefferys 

8460 0324 

8460 6030 

8460 6030 

Reader Mr S. Buchanan 8777 8008 

Pastoral Assistants Mrs. S. Harrison 

Mrs. M. Westropp 

Mrs. D. Speller 

8464 0284 

8650 5178 

07941415082 

Parish Administrator Ms. N. Blake 8460 5682 
Churchwardens Mrs M. Westropp 

Mrs K. Buchanan 

07970011626

07811528181 

Deputies Mrs. P. Chase 

Mr. D. Cooper 

Prof. M. Fox 

Dr. D. Jefferys 

8464 6188 

8460 0682 

8650 3252 

8460 6030 

PCC Secretary Mrs J. Sharma 07900971867  

Treasurer Mr. T. Dawson 8460 5884 

Assistant Treasurer Mr. R. Hogg 8290 0613 

Organist and Director of Music 

 Canon  C. Tillotson 8460 7368 

Safeguarding Officer Mrs. K. Coleman 07879337567 

Electoral Roll Mrs J. Sharma 07900971867  

Junior Church Miss. R Tillotson 07503 680612  

Stewardship Mr. T. Dawson 8460 5884 

ST. MARY’S ORGANISATIONS 

Toddlers 

Craft and Chatter 

Friends of St Mary’s 

Mrs. J. Runicles 

Mrs. J. Boam 

Mr. T. Chase 

8402 6599 

8460 7101 

8464 6188 

For  admission to Beavers, Cubs and Scouts please 

contact email: 7bromleyadmissions@gmail.com 

Scouts (Fri)        

Cubs (Mon)       

Cubs (Tue)         

Beavers 

Mr. R. Howe  

Mr O. Swinfen 

Mr. J. Griffiths 

Ms. E Hay 

8462 7132 

07758458077  

07954437658 

07932758801  
For admissions to Rainbows, Brownies or Guides 

please go to www.girlguiding.org.uk 

Guides (Tue) 

Guide (Fri) 

Brownies (Mon) 

Brownies (Thu) 

Rainbows 

Pre-school 

 

The 2WW’s 

Church Flowers 

Mission Chair 

Douai link 

Fair Trade 

Ms. E Thompson 

Mrs. G. Dawson 

Miss. K. Higgs 

fourthbromleybrownie 

2ndshortlandsrainbo 

Mrs. C. Hall 

 

Mrs. A. Swatton 

Mrs. C. Willatt 

Mrs. S. Shelton 

Mrs. G. Dawson 

Mrs. C Willatt 

07910340908 

 8460 5884 

 8462 3285 

s@outlook.com  

ws@gmail.com 

8290 6704 or 

07960988552 

8650 1114 

8313 0246 

8402 3299 

8460 5884 

8313 0246  
LOCAL CONTACTS  

Cllr. A. Cuthbert         Aisha.cuthbert@bromley.gov.uk 

Cllr. F. Bainbridge 
  Felicity.Bainbridge@bromley.gov.uk 

Cllr. A. Grant    Adam.Grant@bromley.gov.uk 

Residents Association                                  8460 0395  

Shortlands Safer Neighbourhood                8721 2614 

SPAN INFORMATION 

Website       www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk 

Editorial       Parish Office 

Distribution  Mr. M. Harrison                 07821 691567 

Views expressed by contributors are not 
necessarily those supported by the 

publishers and no responsibility can be 
accepted for accuracy.  The publishers 

cannot accept responsibility for work 
carried out by our advertisers. 

ADVERTISING: £23.00 per column inch per issue. 

For details call 020 8460 5682 during office hours. 

Copy to be submitted by the 5th of each month. 

The Parish Church                            
of St. Mary, Shortlands 

Link Parish 
St Francis of  
Assisi, Douai, France 

The Killick family have provided the local community with  
a personal and efficient service for over 135 years. 
* Private Chapel of Rest     * Classic or modern cortege  
* 24 hour service  

Please ask for an information folder and estimate. 
Telephone Peter or Michael Killick on 020 8777 4502 

Website   www.jrkillick.co.uk (full fee list shown) 
112 High Street, West Wickham, Kent, BR4 0ND 

 

 
The Family Law Specialists 

Family and relationship breakdown is a very difficult 
Time for anyone. Please contact Kumari Dawood in 
confidence for advice. Tel 020 8249 6047 or email 

confidential@dawoods-solicitors.co.uk 

Now based at 344 Croydon Road, Beckenham BR3 4EX 

www.dawoods-solicitors.co.uk 

Local, friendly and professional building 
company for your larger projects. 

Extensions, Conversions, 

Refurbishment and Electrical. 

Excellent references available. 

No job too large. 

E: steve@rutlandbuilding.co.uk 

T: 020 8249 8769  M: 07949 593294 

Langley school of Dancing 
Ballet, Tap, Modern, Street Jazz, 

Boys Street Jazz & Zumba 

From age 2½ to adult - at St Mary’s Hall 

Tel: 07540 400615 for free trial class 

QUALIFIED PLUMBER 
P. J. EDWARDS 

Tel: 01322 868212 or 07831 54 59 51 
 

Bathrooms, kitchens and all domestic 
work undertaken 

Advertising in SPAN for over 15 years 

 

We provide Drawings & Design for: 
Loft conversions, Extensions, Internal Alterations, 

Planning Applications, Design and Build 

Please call or email Nick for more information 
07590 434487 - npmcadam@gmail.com 

 

 

Beckenham based Funeral Caterer 
Established for over 30 years and able to 
provide catering in your own home or a 
venue of your choice. Waitress service 

or contact free delivery available. 
To see our suggested menus please go to 

www.careysfuneralcaterers.co.uk or tel: 020 8658 5008 

HOLT MAINTENANCE 
Garden Maintenance, Landscape Gardening, 

Window Cleaning, 
Domestic and Commercial Cleaning 

Accredited Safe Contractor 

Tel: 07956 172979 

ROOFING 
ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN 

GENERAL BUILDING * LOFT EXTENSIONS * FENCING 
GUTTERING * SKYLIGHT WINDOWS 

SEAMLESS FLAT ROOFING * NEW SHED ROOFS 
PATIO &DRIVESPRESSURE WASHED 

HARRY ALLEN  07801 755199 

 

Elliott’s Heating  

Shortlands Based  - Established 1987 

All domestic Heating, Plumbing, Gas & Renewables 

Call 07956 241 582 

CWA Tax  
Friendly local Tax & Accountancy services  

for businesses and individuals  

Chris 020 8460 9340 chris@cwatax.com  

 Looking for a place to meet  
with friends or family?  
A place where adults  
and children  
are welcome? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Open every Wednesday  
from 10.30am-12.30pm,  
in the main church. 
 
Free refreshments, including great cake! 

 

20 Bromley Gardens, Bromley, Kent BR2 0ET 

Tel/Fax: 020 8249 8198 

Mob: 07721 454716 

Email: gmminstallationsltd@gmail.com 

J.I.B. Approved Electrician 

NAPIT Part P          37 years experience 

Offering friendly and reliable services  
decorating, tiling, floor laying and more. 

Please contact Kamil for more information and enquiries 
about any other works around the house. 
07873217670 - kamil.franz@gmail.com 

Touch of Colors - painting and decorating 

http://www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/stmarysshortlands
http://www.jrkillick.co.uk
mailto:kamil.franz@gmail.com

