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SHORTLANDS 
PARISH NEWS 

St Mary’s Church 
 endeavours to bring the love 

of God into the everyday  
lives of  the people of  

Shortlands 

Last month I wrote about the joy of St. Mary’s being ‘open for business’ and how I am, as I hope you 

are, looking forward to resuming discussions around the Future Generations Project here at St. Mary’s 

and what that might mean for our community here in Shortlands.  

The response was very positive: many people are clearly looking forward as we continue to ease 

ourselves out of lockdown.  It is clear that we are all now adding dates to our diaries with a little more 

(cautious) hope than we have had for some time. 

My diary is starting to fill up with meetings with friends and family, even a family break has been 

dropped in, but I am also focused on church and community life. 

Resuming Sunday church services was very exciting and we now resume Wednesday services from 

19
th

 May.  We are also looking to other dates, especially those that allow us the opportunity to gather 

together as a community, utilising the church and its wonderful grounds. 

St. Mary’s will be opening a Community Café every Wednesday 11am-1pm, starting 19th May.  

This will be a café providing free refreshments to those that would like the opportunity to meet with 

others, to drop in on your own, to share a sense of fellowship with each other.  Whatever your reason 

for visiting, you will be assured of a warm welcome.   

As the name suggests, this is a café for the community so if you would like to be involved in some 

way, whether by helping or using the opportunity to host a talk on something of interest to the      

community, then please let me know. 

Our Craft and Chatter and Mobility groups resume on 18
th

 May at 10am and 2pm respectively, 

and the annual Parish Picnic returns to the church grounds on Sunday 11
th

 July.  This is an event that     

I encourage you to add to your diary; it’s a wonderful opportunity to meet with others from within our 

community. 

Opening wide the church’s doors and continuing 

to make our church grounds accessible to all  

people: this is an important part of the life of     

St. Mary’s today and for the future.                

Please continue to keep an eye out for key dates 

and start adding them to your diary. 

Love and Blessings, Revd Gary Best 

Special Events and Services 

Sunday 9 May  

6.30pm A service led by the Music Group  
 

Services will take place in church and will be streamed via 

Facebook.  All activities may be subject to change based 

on government COVID restrictions. Any updates will be 

shared through www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk and 

www.facebook.com/stmarysshortlands. 

http://www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/stmarysshortlands


From the 
Registers 

Interment of Ashes 

We extend our sympathy to 

those who loved: 

Michael Ring                 24 April 

At Rest 

We extend our sympathy to 

those who loved: 

Sheila Morgan 20 Mar age 89 

Stay in touch!  
 

To keep up with the latest  

news from  St Mary's  

you can ‘like’ our page on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/stmarysshortlands 

 or follow us on Twitter - search for  

'St Mary's Shortlands'  

If you're not sure how to do it, contact the office 
and they'll put you in touch with someone who 
can give you an introduction to 'social media’ 

The taste of success 

St Mary’s first wine tasting since Covid started was held on Zoom, 

with over 40 people taking part. 

Six wines (including a Malbec, a Pinot Noir and a Chenin 

Blanc) were decanted into 25cl bottles and delivered to all those 

taking part. 

People tasted one wine at a time and then Tim and Andy 

from Refreshers in Shortlands Village each gave a review of the 

wine.  Only one review was correct – participants had to work out 

which it was as well as completing two quizzes.   

A great time was had by all and about £130 was raised for 

the Church organ fund. 

Next steps 

Viewers of St Mary’s services which are streamed via Facebook 

are now enjoying much improved image quality, due to the new 

audio-visual facilities.  We look forward to providing access to 

services such as weddings and funerals for those who aren’t able 

to attend in person – and to reaching wider audiences with con-

certs and other events, once COVID restrictions allow. 

The audio-visual system, the installation of a kitchen  

facility at the back of church and full servicing of our organ are 

important steps forward, with more to come. 

As we come together again in communal worship and   

prayer, we are turning our attention to the next phase of our 

‘Future Generations Project’.   

Watch this space next month for an update on planning 

to enhance the quality of local community life through our well-

used and well-loved buildings.  

Tim Dawson  

(Chair, Future Generations Steering Group)  

My Day Job 

I was born and brought up in 

South Africa.  I left in 1987, 

sailed across the Atlantic on a 

yacht and ended up in London.  

For five years I was a media 

planner with a large             

advertising agency. 

When my children were 

born I became actively       

involved in the National    

Childbirth Trust and the PTA.   

When my children took up swimming with Beckenham Swimming 

Club, I became secretary of the club.   I am an Honorary Life      

President of Beckenham Swimming Club, and a Past President of   

London Swimming and of Kent County Swimming.  I am a British 

Swimming official and officiate at galas both locally and at a high 

level.  I currently run the Arena Swimming League South, which is 

one of the biggest swimming leagues in the country. 

My family has always been involved in the church.       

When I moved to Shortlands in 2014 I was delighted to be      

welcomed into the family at St Mary’s and was a regular member 

of the Wednesday communion service.  I like the simple           

Millennium chapel and the sense of community.   

I travel a lot and I seek to worship wherever I can.          

The communion service is so entrenched in my life that I feel a      

kindred spirit with wherever I am visiting.  One of the highlights 

of my recent travels was a trip I did with St Mary’s to the Holy 

Land.  I went as a pilgrim and came back as a disciple.  

On Wednesday 11th March 2020 I flew to South            

Africa.  A combination of travel restrictions and responsibility for 

an elderly relative in South Africa means that I have not returned 

to England.  I have managed to worship here but lockdown has 

meant those opportunities have been few and far between.           

I wake up every day and praise God that I am healthy and not  

having to home school any children. 
Kathy Hook 

St Mary’s baristas were practising their skills at the recent 

plant sale 



DOG CARE 

24/7 
 

IN A SECURE FAMILY 

HOME WITH GARDEN 

Located near to Bromley 

Shopping Centre 

Tel: LILY 07404 763699 

 
Offering 

 Outstanding Care 

 Choice 

 Dignity 

 Creating Independence 
 

Providing 

Fully trained and experienced 

Care workers 

Email bromley@careoutlook.co.uk 

Or visit our office at  

128 High Street, West Wickham BR4 0LZ 

20 Bromley Gardens, Bromley, Kent BR2 0ET 

Tel/Fax: 020 8249 8198 

Mob: 07721 454716 

Email: gmminstallationsltd@gmail.com 

J.I.B. Approved Electrician 

NAPIT Part P          24 years experience 

 

Ewan MacColl 

We’ve been featuring blue plaques 

commemorating notable people in 

our parish – we’re now venturing 

just outside the parish boundary. 

Ewan MacColl (1915-1989) 

is known to most people as a 

songwriter and singer.  He was a 

committed socialist all his life and 

this underpinned all his creative 

activities. His art reached huge numbers through the folk clubs, his 

recordings and the radio.  

He was a member of the Young Communist League and was 

an activist in the unemployed workers' campaigns and the mass 

trespasses of the early 1930s.  One of his best-known songs,      

‘The Manchester Rambler’, was written after the pivotal mass 

trespass of Kinder Scout. He was responsible for publicity in the 

planning of the trespass.  

In 1932  MI5 opened a file on MacColl, after local police 

asserted that he was ‘a communist with very extreme views’ who 

needed ‘special attention’.  For a time the Special Branch kept a 

watch on the Manchester home that he shared with his first wife, 

Joan Littlewood.  MI5 caused some of MacColl's songs to be 

rejected by the BBC. 

In 1957, while living in Stanley Avenue, he wrote ‘The First 

Time Ever I Saw Your Face’ for his then wife Peggy Seeger.  This 

song became a No. 1 hit in 1972 when recorded by Roberta Flack 

and won MacColl a Grammy Award for Song of the Year. 

He was married three times: to theatre director Joan 

Littlewood; to Jean Newlove, with whom he had a daughter,        

the singer/songwriter Kirsty MacColl; and to American folksinger 

Peggy Seeger.  

The Blue Plaque is at 38 Stanley Avenue. 

    Parish Picnic 

 

 

Sunday 11 July from 12noon 

In the church grounds 

Activities for the whole family 

All are welcome – come and join the fun! 

Bring your own picnic –  

barbecue food and refreshments                   

available to buy 

In the church hall if wet 

MISSION OF THE MONTH 
 Christian Aid 

In Kenya, extreme weather is making 

it harder and harder to survive.  

Droughts are now more frequent 

and more intense due to the climate 

crisis and, without reliable water 

sources, many people struggle to have enough food.            

The Coronavirus pandemic has only increased the urgent need 

for families to have a reliable source of water. 

Drought forces people to walk further and further to 

collect water, and this daily burden robs them of the chance to 

farm and grow food.  At 67 years of age, Rose walks for six 

hours a day to fetch water for her grandchildren.  The jerry cans 

she carries hold 40 litres of water which weighs 40kg.  

Your donation can help provide an earth dam for a 

community so, when the rains do come, water can be stored 

closer to people’s homes.  Just a simple earth dam could 

completely change the lives of Rose and many others.  

During Christian Aid Week (10-16 May), we will again be 

delivering red Christian Aid envelopes to homes in Shortlands.  

This year we will not call back to collect the envelopes but are 

asking you to return your envelope and donation to St Mary’s 

Church.  Further details will be given on the envelope.   

Donations can also be made online at www.christianaid.org.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLANT SWAP / SALE  

In the church grounds  

10am – 12 noon 

Saturday 15th May.   

Plants and refreshments 

for sale in aid of the 

Future Generations 

Project 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Young_Communist_League_(Britain)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kirsty_MacColl
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peggy_Seeger


PARISH OFFICE                                  020  
                            office@stmaryshortlands.church 
Open 9.30am - 12.30pm weekdays.  
Information regarding Baptisms and Weddings can 
be obtained during these hours. 

WORSHIP 

Sunday 10.30am – Holy Communion (in church) 

Monday to Saturday 9am – Morning Prayer 

Wednesday 8.30pm  - Compline 

You can access these services online at:: 

www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/stmarysshortlands 

Further information about all services can be 

obtained from the Parish Office. 
 

 PARISH DIRECTORY 

Vicar Revd Gary Best 8460 0262 

(day off Friday) Vicar@stmaryshortlands.church 

Licensed Lay 

Ministers  

Mrs S. Aldred 

Mrs C. Bingham 

Mrs A-M. Jefferys 

Dr. D. Jefferys 

8460 3978 

8460 0324 

8460 6030 

8460 6030 

Readers Mr. P. Stotesbury 

Mr S. Buchanan 

8650 3259 

8777 8008 

Pastoral Assistants Mrs. S. Harrison 

Mrs. M. Westropp 

Mrs. D. Speller 

8464 0284 

8650 5178 

07941415082 

Parish Administrator Ms. N. Blake 8460 5682 
Churchwardens Mr A. Williams 

Mrs S. Leonard 

07914343495 

07725313432 

Deputies Mrs. P. Chase 

Mr. S. Clark 

Mr. D. Cooper 

Prof. M. Fox 

Dr. D. Jefferys 

8464 6188 

8464 0696 

8460 0682 

8650 3252 

8460 6030 

PCC Secretary Mrs. S. Maurel 01689 331793 

Treasurer Mr. T. Dawson 8460 5884 

Assistant Treasurer Mr. R. Hogg 8290 0613 

Organist and Director of Music 

 Canon  C. Tillotson 8460 7368 

Assistant Organist Mr. D. Beach 8289 6510 

Safeguarding Officer Mrs. K. Coleman 07879337567 

Electoral Roll Mrs. S Maurel 01689 331793 

Junior Church Mrs. J. Eade 3624 0559 

Stewardship Mr. T. Dawson 8460 5884 

ST. MARY’SORGANISATIONS 

Toddlers 

Craft and Chatter 

Friends of St Mary’s 

Mrs. J. Runicles 

Mrs. J. Boam 

Mr. T. Chase 

8402 6599 

8460 7101 

8464 6188 

For  admission to Beavers, Cubs and Scouts please 

contact email: 7bromleyadmissions@gmail.com 

Scouts (Fri)        

Cubs (Mon)       

Cubs (Tue)         

Beavers 

Mr. R. Howe  

Mr. M Chambers 

Mr. J. Griffiths 

Ms. E Hay 

8462 7132  

07975944572  

07954437658 

07932758801  
For admissions to Rainbows, Brownies or Guides 

please go to www.girlguiding.org.uk 

Guides (Tue) 

Guide (Fri) 

Brownies (Mon) 

Brownies (Thu) 

Rainbows 

Pre-school 

 

The 2WW’s 

Church Flowers 

Mission Chair 

Douai link 

Fair Trade 

Ms. N. Critten 

Mrs. G. Dawson 

Miss. K Higgs 

Mrs S. Tight 

Ms. H. Last 

Mrs. C. Hall 

 

Mrs. A. Swatton 

Mrs. C. Willatt 

Mrs. S. Shelton 

Mrs. G. Dawson 

Mrs. C Willatt 

07767242920 

 8460 5884 

8462 3285 

8460 8122 

8460 1705 

8290 6704 or 

07960988552 

8650 1114 

8313 0246 

8402 3299 

8460 5884 

8313 0246  
LOCAL CONTACTS  

Cllr. M. Cooke                                         07912 649058  

(E: Mary.Cooke@bromley.gov.uk)  

Cllr. A. Cuthbert    (E: aisha.cuthbert@bromley.gov.uk)  

Residents Association                                  8460 4060  

Shortlands Safer Neighbourhood                8721 2614 

SPAN INFORMATION 

Website       www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk 

Editorial       Parish Office 

Distribution  Mr. M. Harrison                 07821 691567 

Views expressed by contributors are not 
necessarily those supported by the publishers 

ansd no responsibility can be accepted for 
accuracy.  The publishers cannot accept 

responsibility for work carried out by our 
advertisers. 

ADVERTISING: £21.00 per column inch per issue. 

For details call 020 8460 5682 during office hours. 

Copy to be submitted by the 5th of each month. 

The Parish Church                            
of St. Mary, Shortlands 

Link Parish 
St Francis of  
Assisi, Douai, France 

AEROBICS - COME AND JOIN JACQUI 
Every Monday 8-9pm in St Mary’s Church Hall 

T: 020 8650 2083 M: 07967 214279 W: bromleyaerobics.co.uk 

The Killick family have provided the local community with  
a personal and efficient service for over 135 years. 
* Private Chapel of Rest     * Classic or modern cortege  
* 24 hour service  * Advice given on pre-arranged funeral plans 

Please ask for an information folder and estimate. 
Telephone Peter or Michael Killick on 020 8777 4502 

Website   www.jrkillick.co.uk (full fee list shown) 
112 High Street, West Wickham, Kent, BR4 0ND 

 

 
The Family Law Specialists 

Family and relationship breakdown is a very difficult 
Time for anyone. Please contact Kumari Dawood in 
Confidence for advice. Tel 020 8249 6047 or email 

confidential@dawoods-solicitors.co.uk 

Now based in Shortlands Village above Home Zone 

www.dawoods-solicitors.co.uk 

Local, friendly and professional building 
company for your larger projects. 

Extensions, Conversions, 

Refurbishment and Electrical. 

Excellent references available. 

No job too large. 

E: steve@rutlandbuilding.co.uk 

T: 020 8249 8769  M: 07949 593294 

Langley school of Dancing 
Ballet, Tap, Modern, Street Jazz, 

Boys Street Jazz & Zumba 

From age 2½ to adult - at St Mary’s Hall 

Tel: 07540 400615 for free trial class 

Sunnyfields Day Nursery 
19 Bromley Grove, Shortlands 
7.30am - 6.30 pm daily 
Children 3 months to 5 years 
Tel: 020 8313 9191 

QUALIFIED PLUMBER 
P. J. EDWARDS 

Tel: 01322 868212 or 07831 54 59 51 
 

Bathrooms, kitchens and all domestic 
work undertaken 

Advertising in SPAN for over 15 years 

 

We provide Drawings & Design for: 
Loft conversions, Extensions, Internal Alterations, 

Planning Applications, Design and Build 

Please call or email Nick for more information 
07590 434487 - npmcadam@gmail.com 

 

 

Competitive rates, professional,  
reliable service. 

Most trades covered. 
Call John Prior 07967 963162 / 020 8699 8695 

Or email JPPHILTD@gmail.com 

Beckenham based Funeral Caterer 
Established for over 30 years and able to 
provide catering in your own home or a 
venue of your choice. Waitress service 

or contact free delivery available. 
To see our suggested menus please go to 

www.careysfuneralcaterers.co.uk or tel: 020 8658 5008 

HOLT MAINTENANCE 
Garden Maintenance, Landscape Gardening, 

Window Cleaning, 
Domestic and Commercial Cleaning 

Accredited Safe Contractor 

Tel: 07956 172979 

ROOFING 
ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN 

GENERAL BUIDING*LOFT EXTENSIONS*FENCING 
GUTTERING*SKYLIGHT WINDOWS 

SEAMLESS FLAT ROOFING*NEW SHED ROOFS 
PATIO &DRIVESPRESSURE WASHED 

HARRY ALLEN  07801 755199 

Vicky - Mobile Hairdresser 
Over 25 years experience 07958 210577 

Creativity, Confidence 
Communication 

 01689 812336 
bromley@helenogrady.co.uk 

www.helenogrady.co.uk 

 

Elliott’s Heating  

Shortlands Based  - Established 1987 

All domestic Heating, Plumbing, Gas & Renewables 

Call 07956 241 582 

Scott’s Electrician Service 
 

07849 595 795 
 

Full house rewire, Fault finding,  

Electric shower,  

Landlord Electrical Safety Certificates Checks. 

Security and domestic lighting. 

NICEIC - registered 

Bromley & Shortlands, Beckenham 

 

CWA Tax  
Friendly local Tax & Accountancy services  

for businesses and individuals  

Chris 020 8460 9340 chris@cwatax.co  

http://www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/stmarysshortlands
http://www.jrkillick.co.uk

